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General description of the thesis

Relevance of the topic

Understanding the initial formation of galaxies depends on discovering sources obscured
by dust and tracing these sources to their earliest epoch in the universe. The extreme
luminosity of dusty, local sources was originally revealed by the ultraluminous infrared
galaxies (ULIRGs), whose luminosity arises from infrared emission by dust, and this dust
often obscures the primary optical sources of luminosity. That such galaxies are important
in the early universe was demonstrated by source modeling which indicated that the
infrared dust emission from galaxies dominates the cosmic background luminosity.
Surveys in the submillimeter were the first to discover individual, optically obscured, dusty
sources at redshifts z >= 2. A variety of observing programs using spectra from the Spitzer
Infrared Spectrometer (IRS) subsequently found luminous ULIRGs to redshifts z~3. This
Spitzer-discovered population of high-redshift ULIRGs has large infrared-to-optical flux
ratios [fv (24 pm) > 1 mJy and R > 24] attributed to heavy extinction by dust and has been
labeled “dust obscured galaxies” (DOGs). Some DOGs are powered primarily by
starbursts and some by active galactic nuclei (AGNs), and the DOGs are similar to the
population of submillimeter galaxies in overall spectral energy distributions (SEDs),
redshifts, and Luminosities.

To discover and understand dusty galaxies at even higher redshifts than the DOGs known
so far, the atomic line emission of [Cll] 158 um is the single most important spectroscopic
feature because it is the strongest far-infrared line. Consequently, this line will provide
the best opportunity for redshift determinations and source diagnostics using
submillimeter and millimeter spectroscopic observations. Already, [Cll] has been detected
at redshift exceeding 8 and shown to be strong in starbursts with 1 <z < 2.5. The [CII]
line should be a diagnostic of star formation because it is primarily associated with the
photodissociation region (PDR) relating to starbursts (SBs).

In many high-redshift sources, especially dust-obscured sources, the [Cll] feature is the
only diagnostic atomic emission line that can be observed. This makes it vital to optimize
this line for learning about intrinsic source properties. Not only line luminosities, but also
accurate line profiles, are observed.

A great amount of diagnostic information concerning the observable differences between
dusty, obscured sources powered by active galactic nuclei (AGNs) and those powered by
rapid star formation (“starbursts”) has been acquired via the mid-infrared spectroscopy
of the Infrared Spectrograph (IRS) on the Spitzer Space Telescope. Classifications of AGN
and Starburst sources have been developed using both the strength of polycyclic aromatic

3



hydrocarbon (PAH) features in low-resolution spectra and various emission line ratios in
high-resolution spectra.

These findings underscore the critical role of far-infrared diagnostics, particularly the
[ClI] 158 pm emission line, in unraveling the complexities of galaxy evolution. The
integration of mid-infrared spectroscopic tools, submillimeter observations, and advanced
classifications has significantly advanced our ability to differentiate between AGN-driven
and starburst-driven processes in dusty, high-redshift galaxies. By leveraging the [CII] line
as a robust tracer of star formation and interstellar medium properties, this research
provides a foundation for probing the earliest stages of galaxy formation, bridging
observational gaps, and refining models of cosmic evolution. The capability to study both
the physical conditions and kinematics of these distant galaxies sets a path for future
explorations, further enabling the discovery of hidden populations of galaxies in the early

universe.

The aim of the thesis

The primary aim of this thesis is to investigate the physical properties and processes
occurring in dusty starburst galaxies and active galactic nuclei (AGN) using the [CII] 158
pm emission line as a diagnostic tool. By exploring the correlation between [CII]
luminosities, star formation rates (SFRs), and mid-infrared emission features, the
research aims to:
1. Enhance the understanding of the interplay between star formation and AGN
activity in galaxies.
2. Refine the use of the [Cll] 158 um line as a robust tracer for SFR, particularly in
dusty environments.
3. Provide insights into the evolutionary stages of galaxies, focusing on high-
redshift systems obscured by dust.
This work contributes to the broader effort of understanding the role of infrared emission
lines in tracing the processes governing galaxy formation and evolution across cosmic
time.

Scientific novelty

The scientific novelty of this research lies in several key areas:
1. Refinement of [Cll] as a Star Formation Tracer:

This study provides a detailed calibration of the [CII] 158 um line to measure star
formation rates, particularly for dusty galaxies where optical tracers fail. It examines
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the relationship between [CII] luminosities and other star formation indicators across
a wide range of galaxy types: Active Galactic Nuclei (AGN), Composite and Sturbusrt
(SB) galaxies.

2. Insights into the [CIl] Deficit:

The thesis discusses possible reasons behind the [ClI] deficit, a phenomenon where

[ClI] emission weakens in luminous systems. The [CII] “deficit,” or a smaller ratio of
L([ClI])/Lir with increasing Li, is shown to arise because Li- of the most luminous
sources arises primarily from an AGN so that L([CII]) from the starburst component
is small in comparison.

3. High-Redshift Focus:

While focused on galaxies in the near universe, this research establishes relationships
between [CII] luminosities and star formation indicators, offering a foundation to
apply these diagnostics to galaxies during the epoch of reionization (z > 6) in future
studies.

4. Integration of Multi-Wavelength Data:

Having opportunity to classify the galaxies using PAH emission features on mid-

infrared spectra and comparing [Cll] measurements with mid-infrared fine-structure
lines allows a comprehensive understanding of the physical conditions in star-forming
and AGN-dominated regions.

Practical importance
The practical importance of this thesis is rooted in its potential applications for

observational astronomy and galaxy evolution studies. The results greatly contribute to the
development of infrared astronomy by providing methods to estimate the rate of star
formation and detect the activity of AGN in dusty, distant galaxies. These insights are
important for understanding the evolution of the early Universe and for developing future
observational programs for telescopes such as ALMA. The thesis also contributes to the
theory of a unified model of AGN, linking spectral properties to physical processes in
Active Galactic Nuclei.

Basic results to be defended
1. Classification of 379 galaxies:
We classify 379 galaxies as AGN, Composite or Starburst observed both with

Spitzer Space Telescope and Hershcel Space Observatory. Results for [Cll] and
neon lines are compared by locating the PACS observing spaxel that most closely
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corresponds to the position of the IRS slit. Intrinsic line profile widths are
determined by applying empirically measured instrumental widths from
observed planetary nebulae or HIl regions. All [CIl]] and neon line profiles,
together with overlays of PACS spaxels compared to IRS slits, are illustrated in
the CASSIS spectral atlas (http://cassis.sirtf.com/herschel).

Star formation rate (SFR) calibration using [CIl] 158 um emission line:

The calibrated relationships between [ClI] luminosities and SFRs enable more
accurate interpretation of data from infrared and submillimeter observatories.
The work provides a stable calibration of the star formation rate, particularly in
dusty environments where the known optical lines measuring the star formation
rate are absorbed. The thesis shows that the luminosity of [Cll] depends
somewhat on the star formation rate as follows: log(SFR) = log L([Cll]) - 7.0
0.2 for SFR in Mos yr' and L([Cll]) in Les. This is a breakthrough result,
especially for the study of distant galaxies at high redshift, where other indices
are unavailable.

6.2 uym PAH feature as a Classification Criterion:

The thesis establishes the 6.2 um PAH feature as a crucial tool for classifying
sources, distinguishing AGN-dominated galaxies from starburst-dominated
systems. We have adopted the criteria that AGNs have EW (6.2 pm) < 0.1 pm,
Composite sources have intermediate 0.1 ym < EW (6.2 pm) < 0.4 pm, and
starbursts have EW (6.2 pm) > 0.4 um. This classification criterion provides a
robust method for identifying the primary drivers of galactic emission.

[CIl] 158 um line as Starburst indicator:

Detailed study of [CIlI] 158 pm line profiles and the comparison with PAH 11.3
pm confirms the conclusion that the scaling between [CIl] and PAH is

independent of source classification. The correlation of [Cll] with a SFR indicator
can be checked in a completely independent way using the comparison between
[ClI] with [Nell], because [Nell] is a luminosity indicator of star formation
determined by the HIl region instead of the surrounding PDR. Another
comparison between the [CII]/[Nell] ratio and the classification shows a result
very similar to the [Cll]/PAH comparison. The median ratios f([CII])/f([Nell]) are
independent of classification. The dispersion about the median is also similar to
the dispersion in [CII[/PAH. Because [Nell] arises primarily from SBs, this result
is very important empirically because it confirms the previous conclusion from
PAH that [CII] scales with the SB component within sources of all classifications

6



implying that the SB component and SFR is measured equally well by PAH
emission or by [Cll] emission in sources of all classifications.
5. Neon lines comparison to [CII] 158 um line:

We obtain that [CII] and [Nell] perfectly scale with one another and represent
the SB component of the galaxy. However, there is a greater difference of ratio
with classification than for [Nell]. The increasing ratio f([CII])/f([Nelll]) from AGNs
to SBs can be explained if [Nelll] arises both from AGN ionization and SB
ionization, but [CII] arises only from SBs, so that AGNs contain an additional
[Nelll] component compared to [ClI].
6. Classification of [Cll] 158 um line profiles:
| have classified all of the [CII] profiles by shape (Gaussian, asymmetric and

flattened), as compared to the best fitted Gaussian profiles illustrated in
http://cassis.sirtf.com/herschel. The objective of this classification is to

distinguish among profiles obviously affected by disk rotation and those profiles
which probably arise because of virialized three dimensional motions of the gas.
Flattened profiles are those which have the clearest evidence of velocities
dominated by rotation. Asymmetric profiles show evidence either of systematic
gas outflows, or of rotation by an inhomogeneous disk.

7. [Cll] 158 um line profiles compared to different luminosities:

[CH] emission line widths are compared to [ClI] luminosities, to near-infrared 1.6
pm (H) luminosities and to infrared 22 pm luminosities to decide if any luminosity
accurately relates to velocity dispersion. The luminosity dispersions are smallest
for H band luminosities and the slope uncertainty for the line fit is the smallest
for H luminosities. | conclude that the gravity associated with the mass of evolved
stars (H luminosities) is a weak factor controlling the widths of the [ClI] line, but
line widths are primarily determined by a mechanism that is still unknown.
Overall, this thesis provides significant advancements in the methodologies used to study
dusty galaxies and AGN, bridging gaps in our knowledge of galaxy evolution across cosmic
time. Together, these results demonstrate the immense importance of studying infrared
data in understanding fundamental evolutionary processes in galaxies. The detailed
calibrations, classification methods, and redshift correction methods introduced in this
work provide a foundation for future studies of the distant Universe.


http://cassis.sirtf.com/herschel

Approbation of the work

The results of the thesis were presented at the following conferences:
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Structure of the thesis

The thesis consists of 6 chapters including Introduction and main Conlusions. In addition,
there are separate sections for Acknowledgements and References. The thesis contains
123 pages, including two title pages in Armenian and in English.

Content of the thesis
Chapter 1



This chapter introduces infrared astronomy as a critical tool for studying active galaxies,
with a particular focus on the [CII] 158 um emission line. It outlines how infrared radiation
penetrates dust clouds, enabling the study of star formation and galactic nuclei obscured
in other wavelengths. The [CII] line, arising from photodissociation regions (PDRs),
provides insights into star formation rates (SFR) and interstellar medium (ISM) properties.
Viktor Ambartsumian’s foundational contributions to understanding active galactic nuclei
(AGN) are highlighted, emphasizing the dynamic and energetic processes in galactic cores.
The chapter sets the stage by identifying the importance of [Cll] as a diagnostic tool and
describes the challenge of disentangling AGN-driven and starburst-driven processes in
dusty environments.

Understanding the initial formation of galaxies depends on discovering sources obscured
by dust and tracing these sources to their earliest epoch in the universe. The extreme
luminosity of dusty, local sources was originally revealed by the ultraluminous infrared
galaxies (ULIRGs), whose luminosity arises from infrared emission by dust, and this dust
often obscures the primary optical sources of luminosity. That such galaxies are important
in the early universe was demonstrated by source modeling which indicated that the
infrared dust emission from galaxies dominates the cosmic background.

Surveys in the submillimeter were the first to discover individual, optically obscured, dusty
sources at redshifts z >= 2. A variety of observing programs using spectra from the Spitzer
Infrared Spectrometer (IRS) subsequently found luminous ULIRGs to redshifts z~3. This
Spitzer-discovered population of high-redshift ULIRGs has large infrared-to-optical flux
ratios [fv (24 pm) > 1 mJy and R > 24] attributed to heavy extinction by dust and has been
labeled “dust obscured galaxies” (DOGs). Some DOGs are powered primarily by
starbursts and some by active galactic nuclei (AGNs), and the DOGs are similar to the
population of submillimeter galaxies in overall spectral energy distributions (SEDs),
redshifts, and Luminosities.

To discover and understand dusty galaxies at even higher redshifts than the DOGs known
so far, the atomic line emission of [Cll] 158 um is the single most important spectroscopic
feature because it is the strongest far-infrared line. Consequently, this line will provide
the best opportunity for redshift determinations and source diagnostics using
submillimeter and millimeter spectroscopic observations. Already, [Cll] has been detected
at redshift exceeding 7 and shown to be strong in starbursts with 1 <z < 2. The [CII] line
should be a diagnostic of star formation because it is primarily associated with the
photodissociation region (PDR) surrounding starbursts (SBs).



In many high-redshift sources, especially dust-obscured sources, the [Cll] feature is the
only diagnostic atomic emission line that can be observed. This makes it vital to optimize
this line for learning about intrinsic source properties. Not only line luminosities, but also
accurate line profiles, are observed.

A great amount of diagnostic information concerning the observable differences between
dusty, obscured sources powered by active galactic nuclei (AGNs) and those powered by
rapid star formation (“starbursts”) has been acquired via the mid-infrared spectroscopy
of the Infrared Spectrograph (IRS) on the Spitzer Space Telescope. Classifications of AGN
and starburst sources have been developed using both the strength of polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbon (PAH) features in low-resolution spectra and various emission line ratios in
high-resolution spectra.

These findings underscore the critical role of far-infrared diagnostics, particularly the
[ClI] 158 pm emission line, in unraveling the complexities of galaxy evolution. The
integration of mid-infrared spectroscopic tools, submillimeter observations, and advanced
classifications has significantly advanced our ability to differentiate between AGN-driven
and starburst-driven processes in dusty, high-redshift galaxies. By leveraging the [ClI] line
as a robust tracer of star formation and interstellar medium properties, this research
provides a foundation for probing the earliest stages of galaxy formation, bridging
observational gaps, and refining models of cosmic evolution. The capability to study both
the physical conditions and kinematics of these distant galaxies sets a path for future
explorations, further enabling the discovery of hidden populations of galaxies in the early

universe.

Chapter 2
This chapter presents observational data from the Herschel Space Observatory, detailing

[ClI] measurements in 112 sources classified as AGNs, Starbursts, or Composites. A strong
correlation is observed between [Cll] luminosity and PAH (Polycyclic Aromatic
Hydrocarbon) emission, affirming [Cll] as a reliable tracer of star formation in
photodissociation regions. The calibration of SFR with [CIl] luminosity is introduced,
yielding a robust relation for dusty galaxies. The "[Cll] deficit" in luminous AGNs is
analyzed, suggesting that AGN dominance reduces [ClI] emission relative to total infrared
luminosity. The chapter underscores the significance of [ClI] as a tool for probing dusty
galaxies at high redshifts.

The Herschel PACS instrument has been used to observe [CIl] 158 pm line fluxes in 112
sources having a wide range of starburst and AGN classifications chosen because they
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have complete mid-infrared spectra with the Spitzer IRS and have complete IRAS fluxes
for determining Li-. Of the 112 sources, 102 have reliable line detections and 10 are up-
per limits.

It is found that the [CII] line flux correlates with the flux of the 11.3 pm PAH feature, log
[f([CN] 158 pm)/f(11.3 pm PAH)] = —0.22 £ 0.25. This f([CII])/f(PAH) ratio is independent
of AGN/starburst classification as determined from EW of the 6.2 pm PAH feature. We
conclude that [ClI] line flux measures the starburst component of any source as reliably
as the PAH feature.

This conclusion leads to a calibration of SFR determined from the luminosity of [CII] for
the Starburst component in any source. The calibration is derived using Li only for
starbursts to avoid AGN contamination of Li- and has the result log SFR = log L([CIl)]) -
7.08 + 0.3, for SFR in Mo yr™" and L([CII]) in Le. This result applies to the starburst
component of any source in which [Cll] is observed. The maximum SFRs in the sample

are 100 Mo yr™', and SFRs are dominated by sources classified as Starbursts, but most
AGNs also have some measurable Starburst component.

The [CII] “deficit,” or a smaller ratio of L({[CII])/Lir with increasing Li, is shown to arise
because Lir of the most luminous sources arises primarily from an AGN so that L([CII])
from the Starburst component is small in comparison.

Chapter 3
This chapter explores the relationship between [CIlI] and mid-infrared emission lines,

including neon lines, to enhance SFR diagnostics. Observations from the Spitzer IRS and
Herschel PACS instruments are used to compare [ClI] flux with mid-infrared continuum
and emission features. The chapter discusses the ratio of [Cll] luminosity to mid-infrared
continuum luminosities as a diagnostic of star formation and AGN activity. Key findings
include the calibration of SFR using [Cll] and neon lines, highlighting their complementary
roles in disentangling Starburst and AGN contributions.

Results for 112 sources are compared with emission line fluxes from high resolution
Spitzer IRS spectra. A new calibration of [Cll] as an SFR indicator is determined by
comparing [ClI] fluxes with mid-infrared [Nell] and [Nelll] emission line fluxes. This in-
dependently gives the same result as determining SFR using bolometric luminosities of
reradiating dust from SBs: log SFR = log L ([CIl)]) - 7.0 £ 0.2, for SFR in Mo yr~' and L
([CH]) in Le. This confirms that [Cll] measures the same SB component of sources as
measured with mid-infrared PAH and neon emission line diagnostics.
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The line to continuum ratio measured at 158 um, EW ([ClI]), changes little with luminosity
or with classification, indicating that the far-infrared continuum at 158 pm arises primarily
from the SB component of any source. For pure SBs, the continuum alone gives log SFR
= log vLy (158 pm) — 42.8 *+ 0.2 for SFR in Mo yr~' and vL, (158 pm) in erg s™'. The change
of EW ([CII]) with classification (median EW ([Cll]) = 1.0 pm for SBs compared to 0.7 pm
for AGNs) implies a systematic overestimate of SFR in AGNs by a median factor of 1.4 if
using only the far-infrared continuum at 158 pm as an SFR indicator.

= T T

1.0

([men]

=g [F{[=n])/

Fig 3-1. Ratio of [C II] 158um to PAH 11.3pm line  Fig 3-2. Ratio of [C II] 158pum to [Ne II] 12.81pm line
fluxes, compared to the source classification from  fluxes, compared to source classification from
EW(PAH 6.2um) EW(PAH 6.2um)

The comparison with PAH in Figure 3-1 confirms, that the scaling between [C II] and PAH
is independent of source classification, implying that the SB component and SFR is
measured equally well by PAH emission or by [C Il] emission in sources of all
classifications. The correlation of [C Il] with an SFR indicator can be checked in a
completely independent way using Figure 3-2, which compares [C II] with [Ne II], because
[Ne Il] is a luminosity indicator of star formation determined by the HIl region instead of
the surrounding PDR.

Chapter 4

The focus shifts to the analysis of [Cll] and neon emission line profiles, examining their
widths and velocities. High-resolution spectra from Herschel PACS and Spitzer IRS are
used to compare line profiles across AGN and Starburst-dominated sources. Differences
in line widths and radial velocities provide insights into the kinematic properties of gas in
different environments. The chapter concludes that [Cl]] and neon lines offer
complementary kinematic diagnostics, revealing the dynamics of star-forming regions.
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We measure emission line profiles and redshifts for extragalactic sources observed in both
[CII] 158 pm with Herschel PACS and in [Nell] 12.81 pym and [Nelll] 15.55 pm with the
high-resolution Spitzer IRS. Data are presented and compared for 379 different sources.
Results for [Cll] and neon are compared by locating the PACS observing spaxel that most
closely corresponds to the position of the IRS slit. Intrinsic line profile widths are
determined by applying empirically measured instrumental widths from observed
planetary nebulae or HIl regions. All [CII] and neon line profiles, together with overlays
of PACS spaxels compared to IRS slits, are illustrated in the CASSIS spectral atlas

(http://cassis.sirtf.com/herschel). Figure 4-1 represents an example of the overlay of
Herschel PACS spaxels and Spitzer IRS high-resolution slits.

Fig. 4-1. Example of PACS spaxels compared to IRS high-resolution slits, for source Markarian 18.

Sources are classified as AGNs, Composites, or Starbursts based on the equivalent width
of the PAH 6.2 pm feature.

Fig. 4-2. Intrinsic FWHM of [C 1] 158 pm" in km s—1 compared to EW(6.2 pm)
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The median intrinsic FWHM for [CII] shows no change with classification, being 207 km
s~ for AGNs, 248 km s' for Composites, and 233 km s' for Starbursts with dispersions
in intrinsic line widths of about +130 km s'. Results show that [ClI] line widths generally
match those of [Nell], as previously indicated in comparisons of line fluxes. A small number
of sources are identified with unusually broad lines or with radial velocity differences
between [Cll] and neon measures. Accurate redshifts are determined for sources as
demonstrated by a systematic difference of only 21 km s between the independent
measures of [Cll] and [Nell] radial velocities using PACS and IRS.

Fig. 4-3. Intrinsic FWHM of [Ne 11] 12.81 pm in km s Fig. 4-4. Intrinsic FWHM of [Ne Ill] 15.55 pm in km s™'
compared to EW(6.2 pm) compared to EW(6.2 pm)

The results for [Ne ] in Figure 4-3 show a similar result to [C II], with only a slight trend
of increased widths for AGNs; the median FWHM for AGNs and composites is 340 km s~
compared to 300 km s for starbursts. The best comparison with [C Il] is for the
starbursts to rule out any broadening of [Ne Il] by an AGN. For starbursts, the difference
between the median FWHM of 233 km s~ for [C Il] and 300 km s~ for [Ne I1] is interesting,
but we cannot be confident that it is meaningful. Despite these uncertainties among
comparisons of [C IlI] and neon line widths, the relative widths between the [Ne Il] and [Ne
I1] lines are meaningful. Unlike the [Ne Il] FWHMs in Figure 4-3, the [Ne Ill] FWHMs in
Figure 4-4 show a trend for increasing line widths from starbursts through AGNs. Both
the median values of line widths and the upper values of the dispersions are progressively
larger from starbursts through composites to AGNs, with medians of 289 km s for
starbursts, 367 km s-' for composites, and 426 km s for AGNs.

Chapter 5
14



This chapter provides a detailed analysis of [Cll] line widths, focusing on their implications
for gas dynamics in dusty galaxies. The sample includes sources where [ClI] profiles reveal
variations in turbulence and ionization. The chapter discusses the interplay between AGN-
driven outflows and Starburst-driven winds, emphasizing the role of [ClI] as a kinematic
tracer. Findings suggest that line width variations correlate with galaxy type and
luminosity, offering clues about the energy sources shaping galaxy evolution.

| classify [CII] 158 pm profiles for 379 galaxies observed with Herschel PACS as Gauss-
ian, flattened and asymmetric based on the comparison of observed profiles to Gaussian
fits.

CINS7, Raster 1, spaxel (3.3)
k vy e e

Fiss darmity [Py ']

Fig. 5-1. Examples of profile classifications as Gaussian (left, NGC3393), flattened (central, NGC7603) and
asymmetric (right, ES0323-G077)

Profile shapes in Figure 5-1 can indicate the origin of the line widths because the lines
whose width is caused by three dimensional random motions in a galaxy should be
Gaussian, but widths caused by rotation of a disk should not be Gaussian. Emission line
widths are compared to [CIl] luminosities (which scales primarily with the
photodissociation regions surrounding starbursts and so scales with the gas mass
connected to star formation), to near-infrared 1.6 pm luminosities (which scales with the
total luminosity of the evolved stars) and to infrared 22 pm luminosities (which scales with
the total luminosity of younger, hotter stars that are heating the dust) to decide if any
luminosity accurately relates to velocity dispersion. The fits in Figure 5-2 are shown using
linear values for FWHM to compare scatter among the comparisons using the different
parameters. These plots show the scatter in the luminosity distributions above and below
the formal fits ( £ 1o for log L) within three different ranges of FWHM. In all cases, the
scatter is extreme. The range of luminosities at a given value of FWHM is comparable in
all cases to the full range of FWHM over all luminosities. There can be a factor of 5 range
in gas velocities for the same value of luminosity. It does not appear, therefore, that FWHM
for [ClI] can be used in a meaningful way to predict any kind of galaxy luminosity.
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Fig. 5-2. Luminosities compared to FWHM (linear scale). Vertical lines show 1o dispersions for velocities 100
km sec, 200-300 km sec' and >400 km sec’.

The luminosity dispersions are smallest for H band luminosities and the slope uncertainty
for the line fit is the smallest for H luminosities. | conclude from this that the gravity
associated with the mass of evolved stars is a weak factor controlling the widths of the [ClI]
line, but line widths are primarily determined by a mechanism that is still unknown.

Chapter 6
The final chapter summarizes the thesis findings, emphasizing the pivotal role of the [CII]

158 pm line in studying dusty Starburst galaxies and AGNs. It reaffirms [ClI] as a robust
tracer of star formation and ISM conditions, even in high-redshift and obscured
environments. The integration of [Cll] with mid-infrared diagnostics provides a
comprehensive framework for disentangling AGN and Starburst contributions. The
conclusions highlight the importance of [Cll] for future studies of galaxy evolution,
particularly in the early universe, where it remains a key diagnostic tool for uncovering
obscured star formation and black hole activity.

This comprehensive study used Herschel PACS observations of the [CII] 158 pm fine-
structure line, combined with Spitzer IRS mid-infrared spectroscopy and IRAS fluxes, to
investigate the properties of a large sample of galaxies spanning a broad range of star
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formation and active galactic nucleus (AGN) activity. The results firmly establish [Cll] as a
robust tracer of the star-forming (Starburst) component in galaxies and provide valuable
calibrations and insights into star formation rates, kinematics, and the interplay of AGNs
and Starbursts.
Across the sample, [Cll] emission correlates strongly with mid-infrared polycyclic aro-
matic hydrocarbon (PAH) features, notably the 6.2 ym and 11.3 pm PAH lines, and with
mid-infrared [Nell] line, which means that both [Cll] and [Nell] represent the Starburst
component of the galaxy. The consistency of these relationships, independent of wheth-
er a source is dominated by star formation or an AGN, demonstrates that [CIl]] measures
the Starburst component as reliably as established mid-infrared tracers. The result is a
firm calibration of star formation rates (SFRs) from [CII] luminosity:

Log (SFR) = log (L [CIl]) - 7.0 £ 0.2,
where SFR is in Mo yr-" and L([CIl]) in Le. This relation applies not just to pure Starburst
galaxies but also to systems where AGNs are present, allowing isolation of the star-forming
contribution even in Composite sources.
While the [CII)/IR ratio generally declines at the highest infrared luminosities—known as
the [CII] “deficit”, these findings clarify that this phenomenon arises primarily because
luminous sources often have a substantial AGN component inflating their total infrared
output. Consequently, the proportion of [Cll] coming from star formation ap-pears smaller
against the AGN-driven IR continuum. When the Starburst component is isolated, [ClI]
remains a faithful measure of the star formation activity.
The ratio of [CII] line flux to the continuum at 158 pm remains relatively constant across
classifications, suggesting that the far-infrared continuum near 158 pm is also domi-nated
by star-forming regions. For pure Starbursts, the continuum alone at 158 pm provides a
secondary SFR indicator. However, in AGN-dominated systems, using only the far-infrared
continuum to estimate SFR can lead to moderate overestimates (by a factor of about 1.4).
This highlights the importance of line diagnostics like [ClI] for ac-curate SFR estimates in
complex systems.
High-resolution measurements of [Cll] line profiles and comparisons with neon lines
reveal that line widths and kinematics are broadly similar across AGN, Composite, and
Starburst classifications. The median intrinsic [CII] line widths (~200-250 km s™") do not
depend strongly on nuclear activity type. Moreover, [Cll] and [Nell] lines yield con-sistent
redshifts, demonstrating the utility of these far-infrared and mid-infrared lines as reliable
probes of galaxy velocities and distances.
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Analysis of [ClI] line profiles show a range of shapes—Gaussian, flattened, or asym-
metric—implying that not all linewidths are driven purely by random motions. While
comparing line widths to various luminosities suggests that the gravitational potential
traced by the mass of more evolved stars (as indicated by H-band luminosity) may mod-
estly influence the observed kinematics, the dominant mechanism controlling [ClI] line
width remains unclear.

These results solidify the role of [CII] 158 um emission as a key diagnostic of star for-
mation in diverse galactic environments. They demonstrate that [Cll] emission is an in-
tegral counterpart to mid-infrared emission line and PAH diagnostics, providing robust
SFR measures and aiding in disentangling star formation from AGN effects. In addition,
the kinematic analyses improve our understanding of the gas dynamics in galaxies, though
further work is needed to pinpoint the main drivers of the observed velocity dispersions.
In summary, [Cll] emerges as a powerful, versatile tool for studying the star-forming
properties and kinematics of galaxies, serving as a cornerstone for multi-wavelength
analyses of galaxy evolution.

Publications in the topic of the thesis

1. Sargsyan, L. ; Lebouteiller, V. ; Weedman, D. ; Spoon, H. ; Bernard-Salas, J. ; Engels,
D. ; Stacey, G. ; Houck, J. ; Barry, D. ; Miles, J. ; Samsonyan, A. ; [C Il] 158 pm
Luminosities and Star Formation Rate in Dusty Starbursts and Active Galactic Nuclei ; The
Astrophysical Journal, Volume 755, Issue 2, article id. 171, 13 pp. (2012).

2. Sargsyan, L. ; Samsonyan, A. ; Lebouteiller, V. ; Weedman, D. ; Barry, D. ; Bernard-
Salas, J. ; Houck, J. ; Spoon, H. ; Star Formation Rates from [C 1] 158 pm and Mid-infrared
Emission Lines for Starbursts and Active Galactic Nuclei ; The Astrophysical Journal,
Volume 790, Issue 1, article id. 15, 12 pp. (2014).

3. Samsonyan, Anahit ; Weedman, Daniel ; Lebouteiller, Vianney ; Barry, Donald ;
Sargsyan, Lusine ; Neon and [C Il] 158 pm Emission Line Profiles in Dusty Starbursts and
Active Galactic Nuclei ; The Astrophysical Journal Supplement Series, Volume 226, Issue
1, article id. 11, 18 pp. (2016).

4. Samsonyan, A. L. ; Analysis of Emission Line Widths of [Cll] 158pum ; Astrophysics,
Volume 65, Issue 2, pp. 151-160 (2022)

18



Udthnthwghp

Unbuwfununyggwu  hpduwlwt  tywwwlu £ nwnwtwuppl  $hghlulywu
hwwynieniuubipp W wpngbiuubpp, npnup wbinh Gu niwkund thnond  hwpnwwn
wunnwnwowgdwu pnuynwiny qujwynhlwubipnwd (Starburst galaxies - SB) W wluinhy
quiwywhlwywu dhonyubpnud (LU, Active Galactic Nuclei -AGN)' ogquwgnpdtiiny
[CII] 158 dyd wnwpdwu ghdp npwbtu hhduwlwu Yepindwlwu gnpdhp:
Nwnwiuwuppbing  [Cl]  (nwwwynipniuubiph,  wunmnwnwowgdwu  wbkdwh  (Star
Formation Rate - SFR), huswbtu uwl' dhohu-Gupwlwpdhp wnwpdwu gdtph dhol
Ywwp' hbnwgnungniup - bwywwwly  nwh.  nwnwuwuhpl] quiwyuplwubpnd
wunnwnwowgdwu b qujwlunhlywih dhontyh wynhynipjwu dhol Ywwp, uwhdwub
[CI] 158 Jyd wnwpdwlu ghdp' npwbu wunnwnwowgdwt wbdwh punyewghp,
hwinywwby'  ingnd  hwpnwn dhowdwypbpnud,  unwuw]  wwwnlbpwgnwiubp
qujwhwnhluwubph Ednynighnu dinybph Jwupt® Yeunpnuwuwing hwnuwwbu J6s
Ywndhp gbnnud niubignn thnony Yuwujwd hbnwynp hwdwlwpgbph ypw:

Wu wofuwwnwupp  uwywunnwd b Gupwlwpdhp wnwpdwu  gdtiph  nbpp
gwjwywnhywubph  wnwowgdwu owpdhs wpngbutbpnud  hwulwuwine b wn
wnngbuubipp nbiwh tYnynighntu wybih Jwn thnytip dnnbjwdnpbiniu:
Uwnbuwfununipjwt hhduwywu wnpryniupubnpu Gu.

1. 379 wlinhy quyuwlinhlyuwtbph nwuwluwpgnudp.

Utup nwuwlwpgb] Gup 379 wlywhy qujuynphywubp USU-ubph,
pwnwInnjw| wnpjnipubiph L wuwmnwnwowgdwl pnuyndny
quwywhywubph, npnup  nhundtp Gu WY Uwhgbiph  nhtigipwywu
wunnwnhwnwyny, L° <bpobh whbgbpwlwt  wunnunhwnwpwund:
Upryniupubipp unwgyb BU' hwoyh wnubing <bpotith nhndwsd «uwbipuppr-h
(Herschel observed spaxel) W Uwhgtiph nhwngwd étinph (Spitzer IRS observed
slit) nhppbipp: Pninp [CH] L ubinup ([Nell] L [Nelll]) wpn$hiubpp, huswbu twl'
<bngtijh «uwbipupp-h W Uwhgbiph étinph ytipwnpnuwubpp, ubipyujwugywsd tu
Uwhgbiph uwtlywptiph CASSIS (Combined Atlas of Sources with Spitzer IRS
Spectra) wpfuhynud (http://cassis.sirtf.com/herschel):

2. Uuwnnuwnweowgdwl wnbidwh (SFR: star formation rate) inpwdwswithnid,
Whuwwnwupp  wpwdwnpnwd £ wunnwnwowgdwu  wnbdwh  hunwy
npwdwswihnud, Jwutwynpwwbu' thnony hwpnwwn dhowdwypbipnid, npnbin
dhus wydd dbq hwpnuh  owwhlwlwu qgdbipp, npnup  swithnud  Ehu
wunnwnwowgdwu  wbdwp, Yuwudnd  Gu:  UnbGuwfununyeniup  [CH]
(nuwwnynipjuu b wunnwnwowgdwt nbdwh hwdwp wwihu b hGnbyw
quwhwwnwlwup. log(SFR) = log L([Cll]) - 7.0 + 0.2 (wuwnnwnweowgdwl
nbdwyp Mo nmwpp~' b L([CII])-U Lo dhwynpubipny):

3. 6.2 Jyd MUL-p (Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbon - PAH) npwbu
nwuwlywpgdwl dhong.
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SQuiwywhywubph nwuwlwpgiwu hwdwp dGup npnbtigpt) Gup hGnlyw)
swihwuhop. bl qdh EW (Eydhywitun jwjunyeyniup)' EW (6.2 pm) < 0.1 pm,
wju wnpnipubipp nwuwlwnpgyb) Gu npwbu USU-utp, Gk 0.1 pm < EW (6.2
pm) < 0.4 pm, wwyw' dhowuYyw| wnpnipubp, huy bl EW (6.2 pm) > 0.4 pm,
nwuwlwnpgyt| U npwbiu wunnwnwewgdwu pnulynwiny quijwyunhYubn:
[ClI] 158 Jyd ghdp npwbu wunnwnwowgdwl puniewghp.

Swppbip punipwagntiph hwdbdwwndwu wpryntupnd unwgyt £, np [ClI] 158
dyd goh hwwnwuhgubipp wuthnihnfu Gu dunwd mwppbp nwuwlwpgnidubph
ntwpnw b sk hnnfudnd UGU-h wnyuynigjut nbwpnid, hGunblwpwp'
hunwly Yunpbih £ wju hwdwpb) npwybu wunnunwowgdwu gnighs:

Lbinup gdtinh hwdbidwwnnieymup [CII] 158 dyd qéh hbw.

Uwnwghy Gup, np, huswbu [CI] 158 dyd-p, wjuwbu &' [Nell] 12.81 dyd-,
punipwgnpnul Bu quijwlywnplwih wunnwnwowgunn Yndwynubuwp, dhugnbin'
[Nelll] 15.55 dyd ghdp niup Yndynubun' wgnjwd USU-h Ynndhg:

[Cll] 158 dyd gSh wpnphjubiph nuuwlwpgnidp.

Q6h wpndhjubpp nwuwywpgyb) Gu qunwhwt, wuhdbnphy b hwpebgyws
whwtiph, nph bywwwyu £oowwppbpult wiu wpndhiutipp,  npnup
whhwywnpby - wgnywd G quuynphluwih  uwywnwlyh  wunnywnhg
(hwppbgyws) U npnup hwjwtwpwp wnwowunwd Gu qugh bnwswih
swpddwu htnbwupny (wupdbwnphy):

[Cll] 158 Jyd gqbéh  wpndhjubnh  hwdbdwwnisiniin  wnwppbip
[nwwinynygyniuilbph htiwn,

[C]  wnwpdwu qgdh Yhuwwjunyeniutbipp  hwdbdwwnby Gup hp huy
(niuwwnynigyniubpp hbwn (punypwgpnu | wunnunweowgdwt hbn Juwywsd
qugh quugywdp), dnin-Gupwlwpdhp (H 1.6 dyd) (puniewgpnud £ wybih
qupqugwd ny Gphinwuwnpn wuinnbph nwwnyniegyniup) b Gupwywnpdhp 22
dyd (punypwgpnud £ wybh Gphunwuwpn, obipd wuwnbph (nwwwnynieniup,
npnup nwpwgunid U Ginght) [nwuwwnynipiniutbph hbn' npnabine hwdwp'
wprynp  [ClI]  wpwgnipyniuttpp Yuwwyywsd  Gu quwynhluwih  npluk
(nuwwnynejwu htw: Unwgyb) B (nuwndnyeywu gpnudubpp, huswybu twl!
ptiph ufuwubpp wdkuwihnppt GU H (nwwwnynipjuu hwdwp, nphg Jwpnn
Gup bgpwywgub), np wybh Yuqdwynpywd wuwnnbiph quugywsdp Ywpnn k
hwunhuwuw [Cll]-h wjunipniuutiph ytipwhuldwu pny) gnpdn:
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ABTopedcpepat

OcHoBHaA Lenb 3TOW guccepTauuu - Uccnefosatb puaMyeckne CBOMCTBa M MpPOLLECCHI,
NPOUCXOAALLME B ranakTMKax CO BCMbILIKOW 3Be3[000pa3oBaHMA M aKTUBHbIX Afpax
ranaktuk (AAl: AGN), 6oratbix nbinbto, ucrnonbsya nuauto usnyvenus [Cll] 158 mkm B
KayecTBe AWNAarHOCTUYECKOTO MHCTPyMeHTa. M3yyasa Koppenauuio Memay CBETUMOCTAMM B
nmuumn [ClI], ckopoctamm 3sespoobpasosanuna (SFR) u ocobenHHocTamu umsnyuenua B
cpefHeM WH(ppaKpacHOM JuanasoHe, WCCnefoBaHWE HaMpaBleHO Ha: ynyylleHue
MOHUMaHUA B3aWMOAENCTBMA Mexay 3Be3foobpasoBaHMeM U akTuBHocTbio AGN B
ranakTMkax, ycoseplUeHCTBOBaHWe ucronb3oBaHuA nuHun [Cll] 158 mkm B KauecTse
HajexHoro uHaukatopa ana SFR, ocobenHo B boraTbix Mbinbio cpepax, obecneverune
MOHUMaHUA 3BOMIOLMOHHbBIX (ha3 pasBUTUA ralakTUK, COCPEAOTOUMBLLMCL Ha cUCTEMax C
BbICOKMM KPacHbIM CMELLIEHWUEM, CKPbITbIX MbINbHO.
Ota paboTta BHOCMT BKnaj B 6onee LUMPOKUE YCWUAMA MO MOHUMAHWUIO POAW JIMHWIA
MHPPaKpPacCHOro U3yHeHNA B OTCIEMMBaHUK MPOLLECCOB, YNPaBNAOLLMX (hopMMpoBaHUEM
1 3BOMIOLMEN ranakTUK Ha NPOTAMEHUN XabbNOBCKOro BpeMeHM.
OcHoBHbIMM pe3ynbTaTami AuccepTauun ABNAIOTCA:
1. Knaccudpukauma 379 ranaktuk:
Mbi knaccudpuumpyem 379 ranaktukmn kak AGN, Composite unu Starburst,
HabntofaBLLIMECA KaK C MOMOLLLbIO KOocMUYecKoro Teneckona Cnutuep, Tak u ¢
MOMOLLbIO KOCMUYecKoli obcepeatopuu lNepuens. Pesynbtatel gna [Cll] n nunnii
HeoHa [Nell], [Nelll] cpaBHuBatoTCA nyTem onpeaeneHna MeCTOMONOKEHNA
HabntopatenbHoro cnekcena PACS (PACS spaxel), kotopbiii Hanbonee To4HO
cooTBeTcTByeT nonoxeruto wenm IRS. CobcTBeHHbIe WMPUHBI Npoduneii NUHWiA
onpepenAaoTca nytem npumeHeHus 3AMMUPUYECKUX U3MePEHHbIX
MHCTPYMEHTaNbHbIX LUMPWUH U3 Habntojaembix MnaHeTapHbIX TYMaHHOCTEn unm
obnacteii HIl. Bce npodwmnu nuuuii [ClI] u HeoHa BMecTe C HanoMeHUAMU
cnekceneii PACS no cpaeHenuto co wenamu |IRS npounntoctpupoBaHbl B
cnektpanbHom atnace CASSIS (http://cassis.sirtf.com/herschel).
2. HKanubpoBka ckopocTu 3Be3poobpasoBaHua (SFR) ¢ wucnonb3oBaHuem
ammccuonHoi nvHum [CII] 158 mkm:
Pabota obecneunsaeT cTabunbHyto KannbpoBKy CKOpocTU 3Be3f000pa3oBaHua,
0CODEHHO B MbINEBbIX CPEAAx, rAe U3BECTHbIE ONTUYECKUE NIMHUMN, N3MEPALOLLME
CKopocTb 3Be3f00bpasoBaHuA, mornowatotca. B aucceptaumm nokasaHo, uto
ceetumoctb  [Cll] B  HekoTopoii  cTemeHM  3aBUCMT  OT  CKOPOCTU
3Be3fo006paszoBaHua cneayrowm obpasom: log(SFR) = log L([CIl]) — 7,0 £ 0,2
ana SFR 8 Mo rop " w L([CII]) B Le.
3. Xapaktepuctuka 6,2 mkm MAY kak Kputepuii knaccudpmukaumm:
Mbi npuHanu kputepum, uto AAl umetor EW (6,2 mkm) < 0,1 MKM, cocTaBHble
UCTOYHUKM umetoT npomerkyTouHble 0,1 mkm < EW (6,2 mkm) < 0,4 mkm, a
ranakTMku co BCrbIleYHbIM 3Be3foobpa3oBaHuem umetor EW (6,2 mkm) > 0,4
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MKM. DTOT KpuTepuii knaccudpukauum obecrieunBaeT HafewHbIi MeTon, ANA
BbIABNEHWA  OCHOBHbIX  ABWMYLLMX  CUN  FanakTUYECKOro  U3MyYeHus
paccMaTpuBaeMbix OObEKTOB.

[CII] 158 MKM nuHUA Kak MHAMKaTOp 3Be34006pa3oBaHuA:

B pesynbTate cpaBHEHMA pasnMuHbIX XapaKTepUCTUK ObiNo YyCTaHOBNEHO, YTO
ocobeHHoctn nuuum [CII] 158 MKm ocTaroTcA HEU3MEHHBIMM MpU  pasHbIX
KnaccudmKaumax u He nsmeHaroTca B npucytcteun AAlN, noatomy ee oaHO3HaYHO
MOMHO paccmaTpuBaTb Kak MHAVKaTOp 3Be34006pa3oBaHUA.

CpaBHeHvie nuHwii HeoHa ¢ nunueit [ClI] 158 mkm:

MokasaHo, uto Kak [Cll] 158 mkm, Tak u [Nell] 12,81 mkm xapakTepusytoT
3B€34,006pa3ytoLLnii KOMMOHEHT ranakTuku, B To Bpema kak nuHua [Nelll] 15,55
MKM 0bycrnoBneHa KOMMOHEHTOM Cpefbl, Ha KoTopblii BanaeT AAl.
Knaccndpukauma npocpuneit nunuii [ClI] 158 mkm:

A knaccudmumposana sce npocounu [Cll] no cdopme (rayccosbl, acUMMETpUYHbIE
1 cnnoweHHble). Llenb aToii knaccudmkaumm — pasnuynTb Npodunu, ABHO
3aTPOHYTble BpaLlleHVeM AWCKa (CTUTIOLLEHHbIE), W Te npodunu, KoTopble,
BEPOATHO, BO3HWKAIOT W3-3a BUPUANM30BaHHbIX TPEXMEPHbIX ABUMEHUI rasa
(acummeTpuyHble).

CpasHenve npocpuneit nunum [Cll] 158 MKM ¢ pasnnyHoii CBETUMOCTbIO:
LLnpuHa amuccuonHoit nuHum [Cll] cpaBHuBaeTca co ceeTmocTbio B ankum [Cl]
158 MKM (xapaKkTepusyeT maccy rasa, CBA3aHHOro ¢ obpasoBaHueM 3Be3f), CO
CBETUMOCTbIO B BnvkHeM nHbpakpacHoM Ananasote 1,6 mkm (H) (xapakTtepusyet
cBeTUMOCTb bGonee pasBuUTbIX, CTapblX 3B€3A) M CO CBETUMOCTbIO B
MHppaKkpacHOM auanasoHe 22 MKM (xapakTepu3yeT CBETUMOCTb MONOAbIX, bonee
ropAYMX 3B€3[, KOTOPbIE HarpeBatoT MblNib), 4TOObI BbIABUTL, CBA3aHA NN Kakas-
nmbo ceeTMMOCTb € aucriepcueli ckopocTu. [lucnepcum cBeTMMOCTM HauMeHbLLne
AN CBETUMOCTM B nonoce H, a HeonpeaeneHHOCTb HakNoHa AnA NOATOHKW TMHUK
HaumeHblUaA AnA ceeTumocT B nonoce H. A npuxoxy K BbIBOAY, 4TO
rpaBuTaLWA, CBA3aHHaA C MacCoil 3BOIOLMOHMPOBABLUNX 3B€3[, (CBETUMOCTbIO
H), aBnaetca cnabbim chakTopom, KoHTponupytowmm wupudy nunum [ClI], Ho
LUMPVHA TIMHUM B NEPBYIO OYepefb ONpeaenaeTca MEXaHM3MOM, KOTOPbI A0 CUX
rop Hen3BecTeH.
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